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In the Senate, sizes and ratios are negotiated by the majority and minority 
leaders. (Senate rules, unlike those of the House, establish the sizes of the 
standing committees, but these can be adjusted up or down with the agree-
ment of the majority and minority leaders.) Once it became clear after the 
2010 elections by what margin the Democrats had retained Senate control 
(53D, 47R), the two party leaders—Democrat Harry Reid, Nev., and Republican 
Mitch McConnell, Ky.—were responsible for negotiating committee sizes and 
ratios. Determining ratios and making assignments for the sixteen new sena-
tors was put on hold for three weeks because of interparty negotiations over 
how to improve the operations of the Senate. Once this matter was resolved 
(see Chapter 8), the committees were impaneled: Democrats would hold  

TABLE 7-1 � Standing Committees of the House and Senate, 112th 
Congress 2011–2013

House	 Senate

Agriculture	 Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

Appropriations	 Appropriations

Armed Services	 Armed Services

Budget	 Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs

Education and the Workforce	 Budget

Energy and Commerce	 Commerce, Science, and Transportation

Ethics	 Energy and Natural Resources

Financial Services	 Environment and Public Works

Foreign Affairs	 Finance

Homeland Security	 Foreign Relations

House Administration	 Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

Judiciary	 Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs

Natural Resources	 Judiciary

Oversight and Government Reform	 Rules and Administration

Rules	 Small Business and Entrepreneurship

Science, Space, and Technology	 Veterans’ Affairs

Small Business	

Transportation and Infrastructure

Veterans’ Affairs

Ways and Means

Sources: House and Senate committee web pages.


